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Judgment

GROUNDS OF DECISION

1 Wan Kamil Bin Md Shafian (‘the first accused’) born on 1 May 1967, Ibrahim Bin Mohd (‘the second
accused”) born on 18 November 1965 and Rosli Bin Ahmat (‘the third accused”) born on 20 July 1970,
all three from Singapore, were jointly charged and tried before me for an offence of murder. The
charge against them was that on or about 8 August 2000 at about 11.45am, in furtherance of the
common intention of all, they committed murder by causing the death of a 42-year-old taxi driver by
name Koh Ngiap Yong, along Chestnut Avenue, Singapore, an offence punishable under s 302 read
with s 34 of the Penal Code (Cap 224).

2 The prosecution evidence was that on 8 August 2000 at about 6.10am, the victim left home, first
to take his daughter to school and later to drive his taxi-cab bearing registration No SHB 540C for
hire. He did not return home that evening or the next day. Alarmed by his disappearance, his family
members lodged a missing person report with the police. On the morning of 9 August 2000, the police
were informed by a member of the public that a body of a person was found in the bushes along
Chestnut Avenue. The body was reportedly first noticed by one of the three young school boys who
were cycling along that road.

3 A police fast response car was despatched to the scene. The first batch of police officers at the
scene were not able at first to locate the body of the victim. But a little later they came across three
school boys and with their help the body of the victim was located in the bushes in a supine position
with a number of stab wounds to his chest and at the left neck. A handcuff key with a metal ring was
also recovered by the police officers at the scene. Ambulance officer, Sylvia Ho who arrived at the
scene examined the victim at about 11.30am on 9 August 2000 and found him dead.

4 Forensic examination revealed that the victim had suffered a host of injuries including four fatal stab
wounds to his chest. According to Dr Teo Eng Swee, the forensic pathologist, death of the victim was
caused by the stab wounds inflicted on his chest. Dr Teo further testified that each stab wound on
the chest of the victim by itself would have been sufficient in the ordinary course of nature to cause
his death. Dr Teo did not find any defensive injuries on the victim. His conclusion was that the victim
was either unconscious or immobilized at the time the injuries were inflicted. The estimated time of
death was about 12 to 24 hours before the discovery of the corpse.

5 On 10 August 2000 at about 4.55pm, the taxi of the victim was spotted at a multi-storey car park
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at Block 628A Bukit Batok Central at car park lot No 53, level D.

6 On 15 October 2000, following information all three accused persons were arrested at various times
and places in Singapore. The first accused was apprehended at about 9.15am when he was stepping
out of a lift of his block of flats at Block 790 Choa Chu Kang North 6, Singapore. The second accused
was arrested at about 10.30am on 15 October 2000 while he was making his way through the rear
entrance of a house at 25 Jalan Pelapah, Singapore. The third accused was also arrested on the same
day at about 12.30pm at Block 236 Bangkit Road, #02-243.

7 Following the arrests, several statements were recorded from all three accused on various dates by
the police. Consequently, 16 statements, five from the first accused, four from the second accused
and seven from the third accused were admitted in evidence without any objection from the defence,
upon the court being satisfied that they were made voluntarily without any threat, inducement or
promise from any-one in authority before or during their recording. The statements thus admitted,
after expunging portions therein which were considered to be irrelevant and prejudicial, were as
follows:

A. From the first accused

1. Exhibit P-240: An oral statement recorded by way of an interview, by ASP Lim
Beng Gee at CID on 15 October 2000.

2. Exhibit P-245: A statement recorded under s 122(6) CPC by Insp Tony Siu at
CID on 27 October 2000.

3. Exhibit P-261: A statement recorded under s 121 CPC by SSI Zainal Abidin at
CID on 30 October 2000.

4. Exhibit P-262: A statement recorded under s 121 CPC by SSI Zainal Abidin at
CID on 3 November 2000.

5. Exhibit P-263: A statement recorded under s 121 CPC by SSI Zainal Abidin at
CID on 5 November 2000.

B. From the second accused

1. Exhibit P-244: An oral statement recorded by SSSgt Kamaruzaman at CID on
15 October 2000.

2. Exhibit P-242: A statement recorded under s 122(6) CPC by A/Insp David Ang
at CID on 27 October 2000.

3. Exhibit P-250: A statement recorded under s 121 CPC by SSI Zainal Abidin at
CID on 1 November 2000.

4. Exhibit P-251: A statement recorded under s 121 CPC by SSI Zainal Abidin at
CID on 2 November 2000..

C. From the third accused

1. Exhibit P-243: An oral statement recorded by SSSgt Kamaruzaman at CID on
15 October 2000.
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2. Exhibit P-241: A statement recorded under s 122(6) CPC by A/Insp David Ang
at CID on 16 October 2000.

3. Exhibit P-256: A statement recorded under s 121 by SSI Zainal Abidin at CID
on 23 October 2000.

4. Exhibit P-257: A statement recorded under s 121 CPC by SSI Zainal Abidin at
CID on 25 October 2000.

5. Exhibit P-258: A statement recorded under s 121 CPC by SSI Zainal Abidin at
CID on 27 October 2000.

6. Exhibit P-259: A statement recorded under s 121 CPC by SSI Zainal Abidin at
CID on 3 November 2000.

7. Exhibit P-260: A statement recorded under s 121 CPC by SSI Zainal Abidin at
CID on 5 November 2000.

8 Segments of the statements from each accused, insofar as they were considered to be significant
or material, are reproduced below:

First accused

(1) Oral statement by the first accused by way of an interview by ASP Lim Beng Gee at SIS/CID on
15 October 2000 at 1525 hours (exh P-240)

Q6. Can you tell me how the three of you committed the taxi robbery along
Chestnut Ave?

A6. Actually the three of us had agreed to commit robbery on money changer or
people leaving the bank and gold-smith shop. Ibrahim and Rosli suggested to get
a getaway car. Ibrahim said we could steal a car from any car park or parked
along the road side. I agreed to it. Rosli said it may be problem because if the
car owner make a police report, the police might trace it to us easily. Rosli then
suggested we boarded a taxi and thereafter make use of the taxi to use it as a
getaway car in committing a robbery.

So, on that day, I remember it was a day before the Singapore National Day, i.e.
9 August 2000, we stopped a taxi along Bukit Batok Ave 6. Ibrahim sat in front.
Rosli sat behind the taxi driver and I sat behind Rosli. Ibrahim told the taxi driver
to drive to Chestnut Ave. When the taxi driver stopped along Chestnut Ave,
along a quiet place, I told Ibrahim that we could ask the taxi-driver to stop
there. Ibrahim then told the taxi driver to stop the taxi. As the taxi-driver
stopped the taxi, I alighted. Ibrahim told the taxi-driver to get out, Ibrahim then
walked round the front of the taxi towards the driver's side. Rosli alighted and
brought the taxi driver to the bushes. Ibrahimand I remained near the taxi.
Shortly I heard the taxi driver cried out in pain. Rosli came to us later with a
knife. I notice the knife has some blood stains on its blade. This knife is an army
bayonet which I had bought it together with the 2 guns in the town of Songkla,
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Thailand. That day, I had carried along a Colt 45 automatic Pistol, it was kept in
my waist pouch. The Smith & Wesson revolver and a pair of handcuff were kept
in my Timberland bag. Earlier when I met Ibrahim and Rosli at Bukit Batok, I had
already handed the bag, with the revolver and handcuff and bayonet, to Ibrahim.

After Rosli came out from the bushes with the knife in his hand, the three of us
left the scene in the taxi. Ibrahim drove the taxi. I sat in front. Rosli sat at the
back. I remember the taxi was a TIB taxi and its registration nos started with ‘5’

Ibrahim drove the taxi to Bukit Panjang and then out to Woodlands. We stopped
at the bus-interchange in Woodlands. We parked the taxi in the car park and
walked to the shops where Rosli and I bought a shirt each. After buying the
shirt, Rosli and I wore the new shirts and threw away the old shirts into the
Rubbish bins. We walked around the money-changer shops, three goldsmith
shops. Though there were opportunity for us to rob the money-changer and the
goldsmith shops, I was half-hearted as my mind was still thinking the taxi-driver
at Chestnut Ave. I told Ibrahim and Rosli to call off the robbery. Thereafter, the
three of us got into the taxi. Ibrahim again drove the taxi. I cannot recall how
we subsequently arrived at Jurong East later.

At Jurong East, I recall we parked the taxi around St 21 near to a block Nos 257?
We then walked around the shops separately. I saw there were two gold-smith
shops. I subsequently went to a void deck of a block and sat there to wait for
Rosli and Ibrahim. Here I wish to add that while driving from Woodlands to Jurong
East, Rosli and Ibrahim had already planned to cut their hair because, while we
were along Chestnut Avenue, we saw two cars driving past the taxi while Rosli
brought the taxi driver to the bushes. Rosli and Ibrahim were worried that the
two car drivers might be able to recognize their faces and hairstyles, so they
decided to cut their hairs. Abot half an hours later, Rosli and Ibrahim came to
join me at the void deck. The three of us the got into the taxi and Ibrahim drove
to Bukit Batok. On arrival at the front of West Mall, Rosli and I alighted. Ibrahim
drove the taxi to a nearby multi-storey carpark. A while later, Ibrahim came to
join Rosli and I in front of the Bukit Batok MRT Station. We decided to go our
own ways from there.

I took a cab and went home. I brought along the timberland bag which contained
the Smith and Wesson revolver and the pair of handcuff. The knife which Rosli
had used on the taxi driver was also in the timberland bag. Rosli took a separate
taxi and left. Ibrahim took a MRT train ride. I arrived home at about 5.00 pm.

On arrival at home, I took a bath. Thereafter, I left home with the pair of jeans
which I was wearing earlier and the knife which Rosli had used earlier. On arrival

at the common rubbish-chute on the 4% floor of my block. I threw the pair of
jeans and the knife into the chute. Both the jeans and the knife were kept in the
same bag. When I threw them into the chute. After throwing the 2 items I went
home. That’s all about the Chestnut’s case.

(2) Statement of the first accused recorded by SSI Zainal Abidin bin Ismail on 30 October 2000
at 3.30pm (exh P-261)
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2 At about 10.00 am, I left home to West Mall by taxi. I had brought along with
me a "Adidas" sports bag black in colour containing a ‘Timberland’ bag and wore a
blue waist pouch which was blue in colour around my waist. I put the loaded
‘Smith & Wesson’ revolver with six rounds and a bayonet with its sheath in the
‘Timberland’ bag. At the side pocket of the said bag, a pair of handcuff was
always there. The Colt 45 was placed in the waist pouch around my waist. It
was loaded with 6 live rounds too. I was attired in a black round neck a t-shirt
and blue jean with brown leather boots.

3 At about 20 minutes later, I arrived at West Mall and proceeded straight to the
coffee shop. Rosli and Ibrahim were not there yet and I waited for them. About
10 to 15 minutes later, Rosli arrived and not long after that Ibrahim arrived too.
Ibrahim was attired in a long-sleeved beige colour shirt and faded jeans. I could
not remember the shoe he was wearing. Rosli was attired in black jeans and I
could not remember the shirt and shoe he was wearing. Both of them knew that
I had brought along the 2 guns when I carried the ‘Adidas’ sports bag. I
presumed that both of them also knew that I had brought a bayonet and
handcuffs since this was not the first time we had met to commit robbery. Both
of them had seen the weapons before. All of sat at the coffee shop and ordered
some food whilst we discussed about committing robbery. We do not have a
specific target to rob but amongst other plans we discussed were robbing
moneychangers, goldsmith shops and people coming out of the banks. During the
discussions, Rosli and Ibrahim suggested that it would be best if we could get a
getaway vehicle in our plans. My idea was to just run and stopped a taxi after
committing the robbery but they disagreed by saying that the likely-hood of
getting arrested is greater without a getaway vehicle. On hearing this, I tend to
agree with them. Ibrahim suggested that the only way of getting a vehicle was
to loiter around the car park and roadside, to steal vehicle where the owner who
had left their vehicles unattended with ignition keys. Ibrahim and I agreed to this
idea but Rosli had different views. He said that getting a taxi would be easier.
Subsequently all of us and left the coffee shop. We loitered around the car park
and roadside at West Mall particularly looking for such vehicle that we had
discussed. About hour later, we could not find such vehicle. Whilst still searching
for such vehicle, Rosli began to give up and further suggested that it would be
better to use a taxi rather than to steal unattended vehicles. He added that the
owner of the unattended vehicle would always report to the police and we might
be caught. He added further that we should stop a taxi, tied up the driver
somewhere, and used the taxi as a getaway vehicle. At first, I was quite
hesitant to agree with him since we need a place to secure the taxi driver. At
this juncture, Ibrahim and I were still observing vehicles parked along the road.
Suddenly, Rosli crossed the road and flagged down a TIBS taxi passing by. He
called the both of us and all of us boarded the taxi. Ibrahim was seated next to
the taxi driver. I was seated behind Ibrahim and Rosli was seated next to my
right behind the taxi driver. The taxi driver was a male Chinese. Once we were in
the taxi, I was not comfortable about Rosli's plan and was rather half hearted to
go with it. I told the taxi driver to go to Woodlands. On hearing this, Rosli and
Ibrahim were looking at me in disagreement since that was not the plan we had
discussed. Before we boarded the taxi, I have told them that I know of a
secluded place at Chestnut Avenue, which was my former kampong and that
would be an ideal place to tie the taxi driver. Quickly, I changed my mind and
told Ibrahim to tell the taxi driver to go to Chestnut Avenue. Ibrahim then told
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the taxi driver to go to Chestnut Avenue and the taxi obliged. It was about
11.30 am when we boarded the taxi.

4 Based on my recollection, the taxi driver travelled along Bt Batok East towards
Hillview Road and came out to Upper Bt Timah Road after the Chartered Bank. He
travelled along Upp Bt Timah Road and turned right into Chestnut Drive. He
seemed to know the route to Chestnut Avenue without anyone of us directing
him. Once the taxi turned into Chestnut Drive, I told him in English to proceed
deeper into Chestnut Avenue and we past the private housing followed by a
vacant land under construction. I told him to proceed further until we past a
deserted road with undergrowth along both sides of the road. We reached the
end of the road where the PUB Waterworks is situated. I know the place very
well since it was my former kampong. The taxi stopped. We did not want to do it
there since there is a guardhouse at the gate and I told the taxi driver to make a
‘U" turn and he complied. As the taxi moved just after the bicycle trek to Bt
Timah Nature Reserve Park, Ibrahim told the taxi driver to stop and he did.

5 Once the taxi stopped, Ibrahim told the taxi driver in English to get out. The
driver was in a daze and just remained seated in the driver’s seat. Subsequently,
he complied and got out of the taxi. At this juncture, Rosli got out and held the
taxi driver as he appeared to run. Ibrahim got out too and took over the wheels
whilst the engine was still running. I got out and stood near the front passenger
door of the taxi. I saw Rosli was holding the taxi driver's shoulder and pulling him
to the bushes by the roadside on the left. I did not see Rosli handcuffed the
driver but when he pulled him to the bushes, the driver's hands were already
handcuffed behind his back. Rosli was holding a bayonet in his right hand. I did
not see when he took out the bayonet from the ‘Timberland’ bag.

6 I saw Rosli pulling the taxi driver into the bushes and there were movements
there. I did not have a good view since it was blocked by the tall lallang. I could
hear the taxi driver groaning soon after that. As this was happening, a car past
by towards PUB Waterworks. I shouted to Rosli to hurry up. About a minute
later, Rosli came out of the bushes. The bayonet in his hands was stained with
blood and I believed that he had stab the taxi driver. I was shocked to see this
since it was not part of our plan. What Rosli did was his own action and it was
neither me or Ibrahim told him to harm the taxi driver. He boarded the taxi and
seated behind Ibrahim who was driving the taxi. I sat next to Ibrahim.

7 1 directed Ibrahim the route out of Chestnut Avenue. I directed Ibrahim to
travel along a private housing estate leading to Petir Road. Once at Petir Road, I
led him to Woodlands Road and travelled up to Marsiling Housing Estate and
stopped at Woodlands, a place where there are several moneychangers,
goldsmith shops, DBS/POSB bank and shops. ...

15 Q1: Did you cock the pistol and pointed it at the taxi driver when he refused
to get out of the taxi?

16 Al: No. I just pulled out the pistol halfway from my pouch and showed the
taxi driver. On seeing the gun, he got out of his taxi.
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17 Q2: Was it your idea to *finish off’ the taxi driver and instructed Rosli to do
so?

18 A2: No. Ibrahim also did not give any instruction to Rosli to do so.

19 Q3: Did you plan to rob Cisco officers escorting cash to the ATM machines at
West Mall on 8" Aug 2000?

20 A3: No. Actually our main plan that day was to rob the goldsmith shop at
Jurong East and that was when the idea of getting a getaway vehicle came
about. However, after the unexpected stabbing of the taxi driver by Rosli, we did
not stick to the plans. The reason being, I was never involved in a violent crime
before, I felt uncomfortable about it, and feared of the uncertainties. The idea of
robbing of Cisco officers escorting cash was just one of the plan but I was not
serious about it.

(3) Further statement of the first accused recorded by SSI Zainal Abidin Ismail on 3 November
2000 at 11.05am (exh P-262)

49 Q14: Did you show Ibrahim a Colt 45 pistol on the day you first met Ibrahim
at Newton Food Centre and later adjourned to a pub at Tg Pagar?

50 A15: Yes. I showed Ibrahim the gun twice on that same day. Once, on the
way to the pub in the taxi and the other time inside the toilet of the pub.

51 Q16: Can you describe further the bayonet that you bought in Thailand which
was used by Rosli?

52 A16: Like I said it is a standard military bayonet. There is a clip at the handle
that can be fixed to a rifle. The handle is black. It is a double edge blade about
13 cm in length. One side of the blade is partially jagged. I now draw the
bayonet and its green plastic sheath with a green canvas strap.

53 Q17: Anything else you want to add, delete or amend in your statement?

54 A17: I have no intention to hurt or kill the deceased. Our intention was only
to use the taxi to rob. The actual plan was to tie up the deceased at a secluded
place and later inform the police of his whereabouts after we have committed
robbery at the goldsmith shop at Jurong East. The goldsmith shop was our target
on that day. After what had happened at Chestnut Avenue, I was confused and
worried and ended up at Woodlands. I regret what had happened that day. I do
not want the society to think that we intentionally killed the taxi driver.

(4) Further statement of the first accused recorded by SSI Zainal Abidin Ismail on 5 November
2000 at 4.20pm (exh P-263)
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61 Q19: Is the bayonet found in your locker the same one that Rosli used to
stab the taxi driver at Chestnut Avenue on 8™ August 2000?

62 A19: I am not sure. In fact I had two bayonets that look similar to each
other. I do not know the make, model and its serial number of both bayonets. I
bought one of it in Thailand and the other one I acquire it a long time ago. I

have forgotten how I acquire it. I would like to say that on 8t August 2000, the
bayonet that Rosli had used was the one that I recently bought in Thailand. I
brought it home and washed it. He told me that there was some bloodstains on it
knife and reminded me to wash it clean. Whilst at home, I washed the bayonet
and applied anti-rust oil on it. I remember I washed it thoroughly. I also cleaned
the sheath. When it dried, I wiped it with tissue paper and sprayed anti-rust oil
again. I then kept the bayonet in its sheath and wrapped it with a newspaper. I
was thinking at that time to throw it away but had the second thought of
keeping it since it was such a waste to throw it away. Not long after that, I took
the other bayonet from my room’s cupboard and wrapped it with some
newspaper too. I then placed both bayonets together in the said cupboard.
During that same night, I thought it over, and decided to throw the bayonet that
Rosli had used since it might be evidence against us if we were arrested by the
police. Secondly, it had been used to stab someone so it not good to keep it.
Subsequently, I took one of the bayonets from the cupboard and threw it into
the common rubbish chute outside my house. I do not know whether I had
thrown the correct one since both bayonets looked similar and both were
wrapped in newspaper.

Second accused

(1) Statement of the second accused recorded by SSSgt Kamaruzaman on 15 October 2000 at
4.05pm (exh P-244)

Sometime in Jul 2000, when the coffeeshop where I worked as a coffee-shop
assistant close for renovation, I have no income. At this time, my friend Rosli
contacted me to join him at Newton Hawker Centre for a drink. When I went
there, Rosli introduced me to Wan Kamil.

In August 2000, I went to Jurong East coffee shop to meet Rosli and Wan.
During the meeting, we thought of committing robbery since we do not have
income. Initially, we agreed to rob individual but if we fail, we intend to rob taxi
driver. My role will be to drive the taxi since I am the only person who have a
licence. Thereafter, we took a taxi after failing to find any other victim. In the
taxi, I sat at the front seat while Wan and Rosli sat at the back. Wan directed
the taxi where to go since I do not know the area that well. When the taxi driver
stop the taxi, I asked the taxi driver to get out of the taxi. When he alighted 1
took over the driver seat. I saw Rosli and Wan pulling the taxi driver to the
bushes after handcuffing him. Rosli brought the taxi driver inside the bushes and
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Wan just stood outside. After that, they both returned to the taxi.

I drove them to Marsiling where we distribute the money. The wallet and coin
box we threw it at the dustbin in Marsiling. After that, we went to Bukit Batok
where I alight them at West Mall. I abandoned the taxi at the multi-storey
carpark beside West Mall and joined them at West Mall. At West Mall, Rosli
distribute the balance of the money, where I got a total of $100 plus. From
there, we went back home.

[Emphasis added.]

(2) Cautioned statement of the second accused recorded by Insp David Ang on 27 October
2000 at 11.40am (exh P-242)

The deceased was not supposed to die. I did not know what happen on that
day. The deceased was behind the bushes with Rosli while Kamil was standing
behind the taxi. I sat at the taxi driver's seat and I did not kill the deceased. I
plead for leniency. That’s all

(3) Statement of the second accused recorded by SSI Zainal Abidin Ismail on 1 November 2000
at 10.00am (exh P-250)

2 On 8" Aug 2000 at about 9.15 am, I left my Filipino girlfriend’s home at No 25 JIin Pelepah to West
Mall by bus service number 51 ...

3 I arrived at the coffee-shop at about 10.15am, and Wan and Rosli were already there. We had
breakfast and discussed about committing robbery that day. We did not have a specific target but
discussed on how to commit the robbery. There were general discussion of robbing goldsmith shops,
Toto booth, moneychanger shops and Cisco officers escorting cash to ATM machines. I would like to
say here that Wan had a waist pouch worn around his waist, Rosli had a black sling bag, and another
black sling bag was on the table. Soon, when I sat with them, Rosli pushed the bag to me. I took the
bag and put it beside me. The bag was heavy and I knew it contained a revolver because of the
shape when I touched the outside of the bag. I did not take it out to look at it but Wan ever told me
that he had 2 guns. One is a pistol and the other is a revolver. I knew that the pouch that Wan was
wearing contained a pistol and I have seen it personally. He had showed it to me the first time we
met at Newton Food Centre when Rosli introduced him to me. This was about 2 weeks ago. I did not
know what were the contents in Rosli's bag but I knew it contained some weapons.

4 In the discussion we agreed to rob a goldsmith shop but did not have a specific place yet. We
realised that we needed a getaway vehicle. We came with an idea of stealing unattended cars with
their ignition key in it. We decided that if we could not get any unattended cars, we would go for a
taxi. We intended to tie the taxi driver in a secluded place so we would be able to use the taxi. There
was no discussion about hurting or harming the taxi driver.

5 About 45 minutes later the three of us left the coffee shop and walked along the road side and car
parks near West Mall to look for unattended cars. As we were walking along the road, we saw a police
car coming out from the car park. On seeing the police car, we panicked since we were armed. I told

Wan that we should not waste time looking for unattended cars and choose for the 2"9 option of
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getting a taxi and he agreed. Just as we were standing along the roadside, I saw TIBS taxi coming
towards us and I flagged it down. The taxi stopped and all of us boarded it. I sat in front next to the
taxi driver, Wan was seated at the rear seat behind me and Rosli was seated next to him behind the
taxi driver. The taxi driver was a male Chinese in his 40’s. By then it was about 11.15 am.

6 Wan told the taxi driver in English to proceed to Chestnut Avenue and he complied. The taxi driver
drove off and he seemed to know the route to Chestnut Avenue without Wan giving directions. When
we reached Chestnut Drive, Wan the directed the driver to proceed deeper to Chestnut Avenue. I do
not know the place since it was my first time there and Wan seemed to know the place well. We
travelled past private housing and later came to a deserted road with undergrowth along side it. We
came to a road end and there is a PUB or PWD main gate. The taxi stopped and the driver asked us
where we actually wanted to go. Wan told the driver to make a ‘U’ turn. At this time, Rosli and I were
carrying a sling bag and Wan was wearing the waist pouch that I had mentioned earlier The taxi
driver complied and made a ‘U’ turn. About 200 metres away, just after the bend, Wan told the driver
to stop.

7 The taxi stopped and I ordered him to get out by saying "Uncle go down". By then the taxi driver
thought we wanted to rob him. He wanted to give me his money but I kept telling him to get out. He
was in a daze and remained seated in the driver’s seat. At that moment, I heard a cocking sound and
when I turned, I saw Wan pointing the pistol at the taxi driver. On seeing the pistol, the taxi driver
got out and I got out too and took over the wheel. By then Wan and Rosli had also got out and Rosli
held the taxi driver. Whilst seated in the driver’s seat, I turned around and saw Rosli was forcing the
taxi driver to the bushes of tall lalang on my left side of the road. The taxi was facing Chestnut Drive.
Wan was standing behind the taxi.

8 I waited in the taxi and heard the taxi driver pleading from the bushes. I could not make out what
the driver was pleading about. About 7 to 8 minutes later, Rosli came out from the bushes and
boarded the taxi. I saw him holding a bayonet that was stained with blood. He was also holding a pair
of handcuffs. The bayonet that Rosli was holding was a standard military bayonet. I know about
bayonet as I was in the army before during my national service. Wan also boarded the taxi and I
drove off. Rosli said to us that he had dropped the handcuff key and could not find it. Wan directed
me the route out of Chestnut Avenue. As I was driving, Rosli told us that the taxi driver might have
died as he had stabbed him about 5 or 6 times at his chest. I just kept quiet and so did Wan.

9 During the journey, Rosli took out a brown wallet and he told us that he took it from the taxi driver.
Wan told him to count the cash in it. Rosli counted cash about $500 plus in $50 notes. Rosli also
cleaned the bayonet and his hands in the taxi by using a bottle of water and a piece of cloth. I asked
Wan where we should go next. Wan told me to find a place to park and directed me the route to
take. Although I have a driving licence, I seldom drive and do not know the roads well.

10 I drove around for about 40 minutes and finally reached a car park. I realised that we have
reached Woodlands. I have been there before and I know that is a shopping area with many shop
houses, coffee shops and food centre. I parked the taxi and all of us alighted. Wan and Rosli
proceeded to a coffee shop nearby whilst I cleaned the taxi when told by Wan. The reason being, we
wanted to clean off our fingerprints in the taxi. After cleaning the taxi, I called Rosli's mobile
telephone by using a public telephone. Rosli's mobile phone number was 97450847. He answered and I
asked him where he was and he told me to meet him at the coffee shop where I had parked the taxi.
I went to the said coffee shop and waited for them. A short while later, Rosli and Wan came. I
noticed that Wan had changed to a new black round neck t-shirt. Before that he was wearing a blue
round neck t-shirt. Wan told Rosli to dispose off the taxi driver's wallet and he did by throwing them
separately in 2 different dustbins at the coffee shop.
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11 Having done so, Rosli gave me $50/- and we left the coffee shop to the nearby food centre. We
sat at the food centre and we ordered 2 bottles of Guinness’ stout that Rosli paid them. A moment
later, Rosli left us and he came back later wearing a new white t-shirt. He wore a black round neck t-
shirt before that. I do not know why Wan and Rosli changed to new attires. As we sat drinking, Wan
told Rosli that it was not part of the plan to stab the taxi driver but since it had happened that way,
then it must be his fate. I think Wan said this to comfort Rosli because I noticed that Rosli became
quiet and looked worried.

Third Accused

(1) Statement of the third accused recorded by SSgt Kamaruzaman on 15 October 2000 at 2.55pm
(exh P-243)

Sometime in Dec 99, ... I befriended ... Wan Kamil ... We did not get in touch with
each other until end of Jun or early July 2000. I met Kamil at Choa Chu Kang MRT
Station. Thereafter, we exchanged telephone no. and contact each other. We
met each other for drinking session (beer). During one of the session, my friend,
Ibrahim, joined us and I introduced him to Wan Kamil.

Sometime in early Aug 2000, I together with Wan Kamil and Ibrahim met at a
coffee shop near to Bt Batok MRT Station. During the meeting, which was in the
afternoon, we decided to look for a victim to rob since the 3 of us have no
money. Wan Kamil told me that he brought along a knife and a handcuff inside a
black TIMBERLAND haversack. He then passed the haversack to me. After that,
we walked around Bt Batok to look for potential victim to rob but there was none
that suit us. At this juncture all of us agreed that we rob a taxi driver and at
least we can get a couple of hundred dollars.

We then flagged a taxi, a cream coloured taxi, at Bt Batok. Ibrahim sat at the
front seat while I and Wan Kamil sat at the back. Inside the taxi, Wan Kamil told
the taxi, Chinese man, to proceed to Chestnut Avenue.

When we almost arrived at Chestnut Avenue, I took out the knife from the
haversack, which is a bayonet. At the same time, I saw the handcuff with the
key attached to it. Wan Kamil told me to use it. When the taxi driver stopped
along Chestnut Avenue, I pointed the bayonet on the left side of his body telling
him in Malay to get out of the taxi. He plead with me not to hurt him.

When the taxi driver came out, Ibrahim took over the wheel while myself and
Wan Kamil came out of the taxi. I approached the taxi driver and handcuffed him
at the back. He plead with me not to hurt him. I did not bother and brought him
to the bushes while my two friend remained with the taxi.

While at the bushes, the taxi driver fell on the ground and during this time, I
stabbed him about 4 to 5 times at the chest area. I was scared and some of the
blood splattered on my shirt. After that, I took out the handcuff and search for
his wallet. I found the wallet at his right front trousers pocket and took it with
me. I did not search his shirt pocket. I kept the bayonet and handcuff inside the
haversack and returned back to the taxi. Thereafter, all the three of us left in
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the taxi and Ibrahim drove to Marsiling. At Marsiling we split the share, where I
got about $200/- and the wallet together with the coin box in the taxi, we throw
it at the dustbin in Marsiling. We went back to Bt Batok where Ibrahim alight us
at West Mall Shopping Centre. He abandoned the taxi on its own and join us.
Thereafter, the three of us took the MRT home. Wan Kamil took the haversack
containing the bayonet and handcuff home.

(2) Cautioned statement of the third accused recorded by Insp David Ang on 16 October 2000
at 12.05pm (exh P-241)

... By August 2000, I was in great need for money. So I planned to rob the taxi driver mentioned in the
charge. Unfortunately, he did during the robbery. I have no intention to kill him or to cause his death.
That’s all.

(3) Statement of the third accused recorded by SSI Zainal Abidin Ismail on 23 October 2000 at
11.05am (exh P-256)

On 8 August 2000 at about 9.30 am, I was at Jurong East Central buying a
present for my nephew’s birthday. ...

3 At about 11.00 am, I met Wan at the entrance of West Mall that is facing the
MRT Station . ...

4 About half an hour later, Ibrahim arrived and met both of us. Ibrahim was
attired in a white long sleeve shirt worn over a singlet. He was wearing a
greenish coloured slack and sports shoes. The three of us adjourned to a nearby
coffee shop and we discussed about our plan to do ‘lobang’ that day. We sat at
the coffee shop and Wan suggested robbing Cisco officers escorting cash that to
be loaded to the POSB ATM machines near the entrance of West Mall. He told us
that he was a Cisco officer before and he knew about the timing when cash is
loaded to the ATM machines. Wan then unzipped the black sports bag and took
out two black sling bags. He gave one of the bags to Ibrahim and the other to
me. He told us that the bag that was with Ibrahim contained a gun and the bag
he passed to me contained a knife and a pair of handcuffs. Wan also told us that
he had another gun with him. I opened the bag and I saw a bayonet with it
sheath. It was a standard military bayonet. I know about bayonet since I had
served my national service with the SAF. Ialso saw a pair of handcuffs and a key
attached to it secured by a ring in the bag too.

5 Wan discussed further on our individual role in the robbery. I was told to go for
the money whilst Ibrahim and him would shoot it out with the Cisco officers if the
need arise since they were armed with guns. Not long, the three of us walked to

West Mall.

6 We sat close together and waited at the circular cemented area opposite the
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entrance of West Mall. There are .. ATM machines booth just next to the
entrance and we kept observing for the right moment to strike. As we sat and
observed, I noticed that there were many people around and it was not feasible
to escape after the robbery without a getaway vehicle. I brought this up to Wan
and Ibrahim. I told them what were our plans to escape from the place after the
robbery. I told them that we could simply flee on foot. With so many people
around, members of public might arrest us. I suggested getting a getaway
vehicle for the robbery. After some thought, both of them agreed to my
suggestion. Ibrahim suggested stealing a vehicle first. Either Ibrahim or Wan
suggested we go to a petrol kiosk and drive away a vehicle when the owner
leaves his vehicle unattended to pay for the bills. The three of us then left to
look for a nearby petrol kiosk at the vicinity.

7 As we were walking across a car-park, towards the main road from West Mall,
we saw a police car stopped and saw 3 policemen alighted. I became nervous
and signalled the rest to quickly walk away from there. We walked to the main
road to take a taxi. As we waited for a taxi, Wan suggested that it would be a
good idea robbing a taxi and *finish off’ the driver in order to use the taxi for the
getaway vehicle in the robbery that we planned earlier. Ibrahim and I just kept
quiet when Wan suggested about robbing a taxi and *finish off’ the driver. I knew
and was aware what he meant by saying that.

Statement stopped at 12.30 pm for the accused to take his lunch.
Statement continues at 2.05 pm

8 Wan asked both of us if we know of any place quiet and secluded and I replied
that I did not know. Wan then said that we go to Chestnut Avenue since he
knows the place well. Not long after, at about noon, we saw a cream coloured
taxi coming towards us. Ibrahim flagged the taxi and it stopped. All of us
boarded. I sat behind the taxi driver with Wan beside me. Ibrahim was seated in-
front next to the driver. The taxi driver was a male Chinese in his 40s. I was still
holding the sling bag containing the bayonet and a pair of handcuffs that Wan
gave me. Wan directed the taxi driver to go to Chestnut Avenue and most of the
time giving him directions to go there. I was not paying attention the route
taken to Chestnut Avenue. En-route to Chestnut Avenue, only Wan was talking
to the taxi driver in English whilst Ibrahim and I kept quiet.

9 At about 10 to 15 minutes later, I saw the taxi turned into Chestnut Avenue
from Bt Timah Road. Wan directed the driver further into Chestnut Avenue and
soon after we past the private housing estate, I noticed there are thick
undergrowth along the road. It was the first time that I had been there. We
came to an end of the road and there is a gate. The taxi stopped and the driver
asked us where actually we would want to alight. Wan himself was not sure and
told the driver to make a ‘U’ turn. By this time, I noticed that the driver began to
suspect that we were up to something and he was nervous. He hit the taxi
against the road kerb when making the turn. Wan directed the driver to move
on. Just a short distant after the bend, Wan told the driver to stop and he
complied. Ibrahim ordered him to get out of the taxi in English and I took out the
bayonet from my sling bag. The driver was in a daze and remained seated. I
tapped the bayonet at his left waist, ordered him out, and spoke to him in
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English. He just said "I pay, I pay" but did not want to go out of his taxi. At this
juncture, Wan took a black coloured pistol from his sports bag and cocked it. He
pointed it at the driver and ordered him out. On seeing the pistol, the driver
unfastened his seat belt and got out. I could see that he wanted to run. I
immediately got out of the taxi and held his shoulder. I told him to keep quiet
and he complied. Wan took out a pair of handcuffs from the sling back I was
carrying earlier and I handcuffed the taxi driver with his hands behind his back.
Wan got out of the taxi and Ibrahim took over the wheel whilst the engine was
still running. Wan told me to take the taxi driver to the bushes and *finish him
off’. I held the taxi driver by his left arm and I held the bayonet on my left hand.
I pulled him into the bushes of tall lallang along the road and he was just meekly
resisting. He pleaded to me not to harm him and said that he has a family. As I
was pulling him towards the bushes, he slipped into the drain but I managed to
pull him before he could fall. I pulled himinto the tall lallang and he lost his
balance. He fell onto the ground facing upwards. I pulled him to get up since I
intended to go deeper into the bushes. He told me that he could not get up and
I was unable to pull him up. One of his legs was entangled with roots of the
lallang on the ground. He was still pleading not to harm him.

10 Wan was standing behind the taxi and watching me. He told me to hurry up.
By this time, I was holding the bayonet in my right hand. I used my left palm to
cover his mouth and I stabbed the taxi driver 4 to 5 times at his left chest whilst
he was lying facing up. I noticed that he was grasping for breath and became
motionless soon after. Blood was all over his white long sleeve shirt. I took out
the handcuff and Wan told me to take his wallet. I would like to say that whilst I
was stabbing the deceased, a car and a